
The Minnesota Assistance Council for Veterans’ 
Vetlaw Program hosts approximately 40 legal 
clinics per year that serve around 1,500 veterans 
throughout the state of Minnesota. Vetlaw staff, 
with assistance from volunteer attorneys, paralegals, 
and law students, provide legal services in a wide 
array of civil and criminal law issues. Common 
legal issues include criminal expungement, debt 
collection defense, employment, and family 
law matters. In addition to legal professionals, 
representatives from child support, County Veteran 
Service Offices, and MACV case managers are 
available to assist our veteran clients.

LEGAL CLINICS

To provide a single point of entry for Minnesota’s veterans in need 
of legal services:

PROGRAM GOALS

Assist in identifying most appropriate services available based 
on veteran’s legal needs and financial situation

Provide full representation, brief services, and advice, to those 
without representation options

Leverage law school and pro bono partnerships to provide 
representation services when pro se is not an option

Provide referrals to out-of-state veterans seeking legal 
assistance on Minnesota matters

Provide referrals to Minnesota veterans seeking assistance 
with interstate legal issues

Identify at-risk and homeless veterans in the community in 
need of supportive services (housing, financial assistance, 
jobs, etc.)

MINNESOTA ASSISTANCE 
COUNCIL FOR VETERANS

VETLAW PROGRAM

“Four of the top eight unmet needs were for legal assistance in the 
following areas: prevent eviction/foreclosure, child support issues, 
restore a driver’s license and outstanding warrants and fines.”
—CHALENG Report 2013

The goal of the legal partnerships is to provide low-income 
Minnesota veterans with full representation legal services 
designed to end or prevent homelessness without duplicating 
existing services. Our parters include: Legal Services of 
Northwestern MN; Central Minnesota Legal Services; Legal Aid 
Service of Northeastern Minnesota; Southern Minnesota Regional 
Legal Services; Legal Assistance of Olmsted County. 

LEGAL PARTNERSHIPSLocations of previous legal clinics have included:

Minneapolis • Anoka • Rochester • Duluth • Marshall 
Fergus Falls • Mankato • Alexandria • Grand Rapids 
Brainerd • St. Cloud • Hibbing • International Falls 
Bemidji • Detroit Lakes • Virginia • Preston • Willmar  
Fargo/Moorhead

MACV regional offices are located in Minneapolis, 
Duluth, and Mankato

To request assistance, for more information, or to 
make a donation, please contact us.

1000 W. University Ave
Suite 110, St Paul, MN 55104
(651) 200-4750 | vetlaw@mac-v.org | mac-v.org

The Minnesota Assistance Council 
for Veterans provides assistance 
throughout Minnesota to positively 
motivated veterans and their 
families who are homeless or 
experiencing other life crises.



VETLAW PROGRAM FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

I am a veteran, does the VA provide attorneys for me?
MACV is a statewide nonprofit that is separate from the VA.  
Because MACV is separate from the VA, MACV has eligibility 
requirements for our housing, employment, and legal 
assistance.  The Vetlaw program is willing to speak with any 
individual who served in the military but the level of help 
is dependent on many factors.  Unfortunately, the need for 
high quality and affordable legal assistance is greater than 
our resources.

What help can the Vetlaw program provide?  
The Vetlaw program provides help in three ways:
· Answer questions and assistance with court documents or
letters for most veterans,

· Referrals to free attorneys or private attorneys dependent on
the income, assets, and legal issue, and

· In court representation for cases directly connected to
housing stability. (Additional eligibility requirements apply
and intake required before representation can be provided).

I need an attorney to go to court.  What are my options?
The only way to guarantee you have an attorney to represent 
you in court is to hire a private attorney.  If hiring a private 
attorney is not an option, the Vetlaw program will evaluate 
your case to determine if it is eligible for free assistance.  The 
current eligibility requirements for in court representation by 
the Vetlaw program include:
• Military service
• Income and assets
• Case type
• Housing stability

If you are facing criminal charges and cannot afford a private 
attorney, you should ask for a public defender.  You can ask 
for a public defender at any time but it is best to ask as soon 
as you first appear in court.

I already have an attorney, will the Vetlaw program 
answer my questions?
No.  There are ethical rules which all attorneys must follow.  
Due to these ethical rules, attorneys cannot give legal advice 
to an individual who already has an attorney.  If you are 
unhappy with the advice your current attorney is providing, 
you need to speak to that attorney. 

My case is in Texas (or any state not Minnesota),
should I call the Vetlaw program?
It depends on the level of help you would like.  Attorneys are 
licensed professionals and can only give legal advice for the 
state in which they are licensed to practice.  The attorneys 
in our office are only licensed in Minnesota.  Therefore, the 
attorneys can only give legal advice for Minnesota cases. 
The Vetlaw program will try to refer you to a local resource or 
attorney for the state where your case is located.  Resources 
in other states may be limited dependent on the legal issue 
and the state where the case is located. 

Still not sure if the Vetlaw program can help?
Please call our office at 651-200-4750.  The Vetlaw 
program will do our best to provide as much help
as possible to all who contact our office.          
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